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that desperate refugees who happen to
come from camps in Jordan and Leb-
anon—and who happen to be Syrian—
go through. It is more than 21. In fact,
the last one says: Prior to entry to the
United States, applicants are subject
to screening again from the U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Patrol. Applicants un-
dergo, in No. 20, a second interagency
security check. That is after 19 other
security checks.

I want to thank Lutheran Services,
Catholic Charities, and Interfaith Min-
istries for recognizing the importance
of the face of America to be a refuge
for those who are worn and desperate.

I want to join my colleagues to say
that we all have a responsibility for na-
tional security. I hope the Senate will
engage in vigorous debate, that the
President will announce to the world
that we are fighting ISIS. We are join-
ing allies and taking it to the fight,
but we must do other things besides de-
nying and stopping innocent refugees
from coming in, a small, small number:
Secure our airports; ensure that the
back side of the airport is secure; make
sure that no foreign fighter is able to
come into the United States, and I
have introduced legislation for this. We
are not for not protecting. We are for
protecting, but we must do it in a way
that America has been able to stand up
and be respectful or recognizing, of
course, all of those who come and
struggle.

Mr. Speaker, Happy Thanksgiving. I
know we are a great country, and I
know they know that we are.

———

RECOGNIZING UKRAINE

(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
to welcome to Washington the deputy
chief of staff to President Poroshenko
of the Ukraine, General Andriy
Taranov, who has joined us today in
this hall in our gallery, and is accom-
panied by the Ukrainian Ambassador
to the United States, Valeriy Chaly.

Ambassador Chaly was with me in
Los Angeles last weekend where he was
there for the commemoration in re-
membrance of the catastrophic
Holodomor disaster and atrocity of
1932-1933, in which Stalin killed mil-
lions of Ukrainians. But Stalin failed
in his ultimate goal. An independent
Ukraine today stands in resistance to
aggregation from Moscow.

I would also like to recognize in our
gallery, a Ukrainian-American inno-
vator, Igor Pasternak. His company,
Aeros, is the first American firm to
provide the TUkrainian Government
with the military equipment necessary
to defend its sovereignty.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues
and the administration to redouble
their efforts to help Ukraine protect its
sovereignty by providing Ukraine with
the necessary assistance to protect her
freedom.
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The United States stands with the
people and government of Ukraine as
they resist aggression once again now
in the 21st century.

If you free Ukraine and it maintains
its territorial integrity, it is in Amer-
ica’s interest. It is, therefore, impera-
tive that Ukraine has a strong and se-
cure border.

That is why I am pleased to be joined
by our guests here today and look for-
ward to working with the Ukrainian
Government to preserve TUKkrainian
freedom and am proud that it is a com-
pany from Los Angeles that is the first
and, unfortunately, as of yet, the only
company to provide the Ukrainian
Government with the military equip-
ment it needs.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
WESTERMAN). The Chair will remind
Members that the rules do not allow
references to occupants of the gallery.

——
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PROVIDING FOR AN ADJOURN-
MENT OR RECESS OF THE TWO
HOUSES

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I send to the desk a privileged
concurrent resolution and ask for its
immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows:

H. CoN. RES. 95

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That when the House ad-
journs on any legislative day from Thursday,
November 19, 2015, through Wednesday, No-
vember 25, 2015, on a motion offered pursuant
to this concurrent resolution by its Majority
Leader or his designee, it stand adjourned
until 2:00 p.m. on Monday, November 30, 2015,
or until the time of any reassembly pursuant
to section 2 of this concurrent resolution,
whichever occurs first; and that when the
Senate recesses or adjourns on any day from
Thursday, November 19, 2015, through Tues-
day, November 24, 2015, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Monday,
November 30, 2015, or such other time on that
day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 3 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. (a) The Speaker or his designee,
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the House, shall notify the Members of the
House to reassemble at such place and time
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the
public interest shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion.

SEC. 3. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest
shall warrant it.

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a
motion offered pursuant to this subsection
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by its Majority Leader or his designee, the
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion.

The concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

——
HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
when the House adjourns today on a
motion offered pursuant to this order,
it adjourn to meet at 5 p.m. on Friday,
November 20, 2015, unless it sooner has
received a message from the Senate
transmitting its concurrence in House
Concurrent Resolution 95, in which
case the House shall stand adjourned
pursuant to that concurrent resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Louisiana?

There was no objection.

————
THE YEAR IN REVIEW

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the gentleman from Lou-
isiana (Mr. GRAVES) is recognized for 60
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader.

LOUISIANA NATIONAL GUARD

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, 3 years ago, the Louisiana Air
National Guard began to turn around.
After coming in 38th in the Nation at
the end of September 2012 with a 98.4
percent strength, in 2013, the Louisiana
Air National Guard moved up to 20th,
and, last year, it ranked 15th.

The Louisiana Army  National
Guard’s fiscal year 2015 end strength
goal of 9,554 soldiers was surpassed
with a total of 9,660 soldiers, or 101.2
percent. The Air National Guard sur-
passed its 2015 end strength goal of
1,390 airmen with 1,496 airmen, or 107
percent of its goal.

Strong numbers directly relate to
our ability to respond to our State and
Nation. Great leadership under Major
General Glenn Curtis has put a priority
on personal readiness. Mr. Speaker, I
will tell you that I have worked very
closely with General Curtis over the
years, and he is an incredible man who
has garnered incredible respect from
the men and women of the Louisiana
National Guard.

Here are a few other statistics for
your information:

The National Guard end strength at
9,652 is 101 percent, or fourth, in the
Nation. The Air National Guard end
strength is 1,496, which is 108 percent,
or fifth, in the Nation. The Army Na-
tional Guard retention rate is 80 per-
cent, which constitutes first in the Na-
tion. The Air National Guard retention
rate is 82 percent, which puts them in
the top 10. The medical readiness rate
is 89 percent. The 256th IBCT ranked
number 1 of 28 IBCTs. The Army Com-
munity of Excellence program placed
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in the top 4 of 38, and it received a site
visit to determine the top three spots.

Mr. Speaker, I want to commend the
men and women of the Louisiana Na-
tional Guard for their perseverance, for
their strength, and for their contribu-
tion to the State of Louisiana and to
the United States of America.

SYRIA

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, the United States military
began active engagement in Syria back
in September of 2014 when the United
States-led coalition began its ongoing
airstrike campaign, along with Bah-
rain, Jordan, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, and
the UAE. During this period, the Pen-
tagon also administered a $500 million
program to train and equip moderate
Syrian opposition forces to target ISIS.
This effort failed to train many sol-
diers or to yield the desired results; so
the administration scrapped the effort.

The wide range of state and nonstate
actors in Syria has created one of the
most geopolitically complex conflicts
in recent memory. This highlights the
urgency and the necessity for a clear
strategy in Syria: What is the United
States’ end game? A definition of what
success means in Syria. A strong com-
mitment to eliminating any and all
threats that ISIS poses to the United
States, its allies, or a shift away from
the conflict.

I believe this administration has
been incredibly wvague about all of
those, and I have repeatedly reached
out to the White House on this topic,
and I will continue to call on the Presi-
dent to articulate a clear path forward
in Syria.

Before the United States risks any
American lives and resources, the ad-
ministration, the State Department,
and the Department of Defense should
provide clarity on U.S. objectives and
on how the ongoing use of military
force fits into a comprehensive strat-
egy for success in the region. Success
needs to be defined, but I would suggest
defining success as the neutralization
of all direct threats ISIS poses to
America and our national security.

We need to clarify the U.S. strategy
in Syria now, and I hope to work with
the administration and with other
Members of Congress toward getting us
on the right path. Well before this Syr-
ian refugee issue became a hot-button
issue, I joined together with Members
on the other side of the aisle in bipar-
tisan efforts to reach out to the De-
partment of Defense, to reach out to
the administration in order to express
these very concerns.

Mr. Speaker, let’s be clear. It is our
failed policy in Syria that has created
this predicament of refugees. If we had
a clear strategy—a definitive strat-
egy—if we had clear objectives, if we
were aggressive in achieving those ob-
jectives, of eliminating and of neutral-
izing ISIS, of creating a new govern-
ment structure there to fill the void
created by our removing and helping to
remove with the international commu-
nity the Assad regime, we wouldn’t
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have refugees. We would have stability
in Syria. We would have a place for
people to live, and there would not be
this refugee situation where tens of
thousands of folks are being displaced
into the United States and other areas,
where we have this threat to our na-
tional security and the inability to vet
these refugees before they come into
the United States.

Mr. Speaker, as reports have indi-
cated in recent days—and I want to be
clear that this isn’t from any classified
setting. This is a place where you, ap-
parently, get real information—the
Drudge Report. There are reports right
now of folks with fake Syrian passports
who are being questioned in Honduras
and in Costa Rica. There are reports of
Afghan and Iraqi refugees from years
ago in Kentucky and in other areas
who have been involved in efforts to at-
tack the United States. I will say that
again. There are refugees from other
countries—from Middle Eastern na-
tions of Iraq and elsewhere—who were
previously brought to the United
States and who had, apparently, not
gone through a sufficient vetting proc-
ess who were caught trying to attack
the United States, according to reports
that are out there now. There are re-
ports of folks from the Middle East
who are trying to illegally cross over
and come into Arizona and Texas.

Mr. Speaker, this is clearly a sys-
temic failure—the inability to place
refugees, to secure our borders, to se-
cure our Nation. This isn’t a partisan
issue. We should not be sacrificing the
security of Americans. There are ways
in which we can be good community
citizens, good world leaders, and allow
for refugees to come here or, better
yet, to stabilize, to help work with the
international community to stabilize
their own countries.

Mr. Speaker, I want to continue to
work with other Members of Congress,
including with our Louisiana delega-
tion. Just this week, Senator VITTER
introduced legislation to address the
refugee problem to ensure that we are
not threatening Americans’ security,
to ensure that we are not sacrificing
the safety and security of Americans in
exchange for those from Syria. To-
gether, with Congressman BOUSTANY,
Congressman ABRAHAM, and Congress-
man FLEMING, we introduced com-
panion legislation in the House of Rep-
resentatives to ensure that that hap-
pens.

I want to be clear again, Mr. Speak-
er. This is not some jumping to the hot
issue of the day. Before this issue be-
came a crisis and was in the news, we
joined together with Congressman
BABIN and others to ensure America’s
safety, to ensure that we were properly
vetting these refugees before they
came to the United States, and to un-
derstand the implications to tax-
payers—the cost of having these folks
here in the United States.

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud of the
strong bipartisan vote that just oc-
curred here in this body, but we need
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to continue to work together in a bi-
partisan fashion. This is not a partisan
issue. Terrorism affects every Amer-
ican, and we need to continue to be
very aggressive and not allow this to
degrade into partisanship. This is
about the safety and security of the
United States.
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr.
Speaker, the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund was first authorized in 1965.
There was some type of compromise
that was reached at that time whereby
this proliferation of offshore energy
production would occur. At the same
time, there was a concern that those
activities could threaten the environ-
ment; so there was a negotiation
reached whereby the first $900 million
of offshore energy revenues from oil
and gas production would be com-
mitted to the Land and Water Con-
servation Fund.

The idea was that half of those dol-
lars would be used to go toward the ac-
quisition of Federal lands for the pur-
pose of creating or growing national
parks or wildlife refuges, BLM land,
and national forests. Half of the funds
would be authorized to go to stateside
grant programs for similar types of ac-
tivities in order to increase rec-
reational opportunities, State wildlife
refuges, and State parks for citizens in
the United States. That stateside pro-
gram is a match of 50-50. The States
have to put up half of the money.

Mr. Speaker, I would call the Land
and Water Conservation Fund and its
objectives a laudable goal to preserve
these recreational and conservation ac-
tivities for Americans. Certainly, as
this Nation’s population grows, we are
going to continue to develop areas. So,
for these areas that are especially sen-
sitive, productive, and beautiful, let’s
ensure that we create those opportuni-
ties and retain those opportunities for
recreation for Americans for genera-
tions to come.

The Land and Water Conservation
Fund expired for the first time in its
history. This program is no longer an
authorized program, and there have
been folks on both sides of the aisle
who have been working to help to reau-
thorize the program.
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I will say it again, Mr. Speaker. I
think it is a laudable goal. However, 50
years have passed. I think, with 50
years of history of this program, it is
appropriate to go back and revisit the
lessons learned.

I am from Louisiana. I want to be
clear. This offshore energy activity
that has funded the billions of dollars
over the last 50 years in the Land and
Water Conservation Fund activities
and other things, like the Historic
Preservation Fund, is from oil and gas
and offshore energy activities occur-
ring offshore our coast at home in Lou-
isiana.

Various discussion drafts have been
proposed to take these funds and cut
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them up and allocate them to different
programs across the country, to slice
up the pie. I think that is great for all
these people to go out there and ex-
press their dream or vision for how all
these things happen.

However, I would like to bring you
back to reality. I view this as being our
money, and I will tell you why. Right
now, when you produce energy on Fed-
eral lands in the United States, 50 per-
cent of the money generated from
those activities go to the States that
host the production.

So let me be clear on this. The States
of Wyoming and New Mexico together
receive over a billion dollars a year
with no strings attached whatsoever.
An additional 40 percent of the money
from those same activities go into the
reclamation fund to fund water
projects in those same western States.

So, in effect, 90 percent of the funds
from energy production on Federal
lands goes back to the States that
largely host that energy production on
Federal lands. Yet, when we go in the
offshore, folks take the money and de-
cide they are going to divvy it up to all
these other States, but not the State
where the energy is produced.

Now here is a reason why I am so
frustrated by all of these efforts to re-
authorize and continue spending this
money all over the country in other
programs. Mr. Speaker, we have pro-
duced nearly $200 billion in revenues
for the U.S. Treasury. We have received
not the 90 percent that other States
have received nor 50 percent. We have
received less than a fraction of 1 per-
cent back.

The State of Louisiana passed a con-
stitutional amendment that would
dedicate any funds received to go to-
ward actually restoring the environ-
ment for things like coastal restora-
tion. The State of Louisiana has lost
over 1,900 square miles of our coastal
wetlands.

Why is it that we are reauthorizing
the Land and Water Conservation Fund
and funding environmental and con-
servation efforts in other States, par-
ticularly in western States?

I will acknowledge again it is a laud-
able goal. But why are we doing that
before we are addressing environmental
issues right there where these activi-
ties are occurring and, in many cases,
are occurring as a result of historic,
several-decades-ago activities that oc-
curred in the coastal area related to
this OCS production?

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, as we
move forward on this, that that needs
to be a critical component. That needs
to be the priority, is addressing envi-
ronmental issues, addressing conserva-
tion, right here where this money is de-
rived from because the activities sim-
ply aren’t sustainable if we don’t ad-
dress this.

I fully support the reauthorization of
the Land and Water Conservation
Fund. I think it needs to be done in a
principled manner that recognizes the
lessons learned over the last 50 years
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and, most importantly, recognizes the
fact that this area that has generated
nearly $200 billion for the TUnited
States Treasury has severe environ-
mental consequences or severe environ-
mental problems right there as a result
of the Federal Government’s actions.

Mr. Speaker, the Deepwater Horizon
disaster was truly one of the Nation’s
worst environmental disasters in our
history. That disaster resulted in mil-
lions of barrels of oil covering nearly
600 miles of the State of Louisiana’s
coast.

The U.S. Department of the Interior
appropriately took a look at well con-
trol and blowout preventer regulations
and guidelines to ensure that a disaster
like the Deepwater Horizon disaster
and the awful tragedy to the 11 lives
that occurred would never occur again.
I think it is appropriate to take a look
at that.

The U.S. Department of the Interior
actually took 4% years behind closed
doors to develop a well control and
blowout preventer regulation that was
put forth in recent months. It took 4%
yvears to write this regulation behind
closed doors without involvement and
without engagement of this multibil-
lion-dollar industry.

Now, the regulation was paired with
a 30-day comment period. I am going to
say that again. They took 4% years to
draft a regulation and they gave 30
days for folks to actually comment on
it.

Of course, being very concerned
about that and the implications wheth-
er the rule was actually going to im-
prove safety or be a detriment to safe-
ty, we asked that more time be given
to comment to allow us to fully under-
stand it, to allow the industry to fully
understand it, and to allow the envi-
ronmental community to fully under-
stand it.

The administration came back and
gave a 60-day comment period, which is
absolutely absurd with the complexity.
Keep in mind, Mr. Speaker, it took
them 4% years to draft it.

Now, to give you an idea of the dis-
connect here, the U.S. Department of
the Interior says that compliance with
the rule is going to cost $800 million. A
separate analysis that was done inde-
pendently says that the cost of compli-
ance is going to be in excess of $30 bil-
lion, Mr. Speaker. The disconnect there
is crystal clear just in the cost esti-
mate.

It is going to have a detrimental ef-
fect on the United States’ national en-
ergy security. What this is going to re-
sult in is it is going to result in us be-
coming more independent on energy
sources from around the world.

Why are we not being energy self-suf-
ficient and utilizing our resources here,
promoting jobs here?

There is a study that I read that
says, for every dollar in U.S.-produced
energy, it has a $3 implication on our
economy. For every dollar spent at the
pump on foreign energy, it has a 40-
cent implication on our Nation’s econ-
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omy. I think the answer there is crys-
tal clear. We should become energy
self-sufficient. We should be utilizing
our own energy resources.

Mr. Speaker, analyses have deter-
mined that 20 percent of the oil and gas
wells produced in the offshore over the
last 5 years would not be produceable
under this rule, not even produceable.
Let me give you an idea what that
means. That causes an estimated $12
billion economic loss to the United
States, to the U.S. Treasury, just over
the next 10 years.

Now, you would think that the U.S.
Department of the Interior would want
to get this rule right, and you would
think that they would be engaging
folks. Yet, we have had phone call after
phone call from people saying they are
refusing to engage, they are refusing to
take meetings, and they are refusing to
discuss.

Mr. Speaker, I have actually experi-
enced it myself, asking the U.S. De-
partment of the Interior for a meeting
with the Gulf Coast delegation, with
House Members and Senators, to sit
down and discuss this to ensure that
the Department of the Interior gets it
right. And I want to be clear on what
“right” means, which is to make
things safer, not to propose regulations
that are actually going to result in the
potential for disaster.

I am not an expert in offshore pro-
duction, but I can read the regulations
and determine the disconnect and the
lack of technical understanding of the
folks who drafted this rule. Yet, the
U.S. Department of the Interior also
told us that they would not meet with
us, shutting the door.

Mr. Speaker, this is the United
States of America. That is not how this
country works. People at agencies have
to understand that they shouldn’t be
sitting in some ivory tower drafting
regulations that are going to export
jobs, that are going to increase the
trade deficit, and that are going to
make us reliant or dependent upon na-
tions like Venezuela for energy, na-
tions that don’t share America’s val-
ues. What in the world are we doing?
Who is running this place?

This is the United States of America.
We have had people who have put their
lives on the line to protect our free-
doms and to protect our greatness. I
don’t think this is what they were pro-
tecting or that this is what they were
fighting for.

Mr. Speaker, I want to urge, as we
move forward on legislation at the end
of this year, that we take appropriate
action to ensure that America’s energy
security is protected, to make sure
that America’s independence is pro-
tected, to make sure that we don’t
take actions that penalize or increase
our trade deficit, and that we promote
American jobs, America’s economy,
and America’s workforce.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back.
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TERRORIST ATTACKS AND SYRIAN
REFUGEES

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
CoMSTOCK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
gentleman from California (Mr. COSTA)
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader.

Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to express my deepest condo-
lences to all the individuals who have
been affected in recent months by ter-
rorist attacks throughout the world
and, also, to focus on the need for
America to step up and to in a more
comprehensive way lead a global effort
again these terrorists.

My thoughts and prayers—and our
thoughts and prayers as a Nation—con-
tinue to be with the people of France,
Algiers, Lebanon, and Russia, the vic-
tims and their families, who are suf-
fering during this time.

With worldwide attention and sup-
port for defeating terrorism, America
has a new opportunity to draw a line in
the sand and lead a global coalition.
The United States, our allies, and
those who oppose terrorist groups must
come together on a comprehensive plan
for eliminating terrorist organizations,
like ISIL, al Qaeda, and all those who
support terrorist activities, whether it
be on the Internet or in all sorts of
ways that we are discovering today.

America must provide the leadership
and use all of the resources at our dis-
posal to eliminate these terrorist orga-
nizations and their supporters. I under-
stand that the world is facing a human-
itarian crisis and it is a serious prob-
lem.

I think we here in the Congress all
understand that our first responsibility
is to protect and defend the American
people from all enemies, foreign and
domestic. We take an oath when we are
sworn in every 2 years for that purpose.

The Syrian refugees are seeking safe-
ty, and the United States has a thor-
ough vetting process for those refugees
and others. We can always improve our
efforts to protect the American public
while at the same time providing the
very humanitarian aid that is nec-
essary.

Recent terrorist attacks have led
Congress to assess the current process
the United States uses to grant entry
to refugees who are seeking safety
from their country. These are women
and children. These are innocent people
who have been terribly impacted by the
civil war in Syria. There are camps in
Jordan with over a million and a half
people, and Turkey has a similar num-
ber. Of course, we see the accounts of
these refugees fleeing to Europe.

What do we do? We have to respond.
The legislation that passed today and
the legislation that the Senate has in-
troduced today is an effort to improve
the current system. Clearly, these leg-
islative efforts are a work in progress
and they will change.

To succeed, we must work closely
with the President always to focus on
ways that we can improve to protect

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

American citizens because we know
this, that terrorists never ever sleep. I
believe the administration is doing ev-
erything it can to make absolutely cer-
tain that our efforts to provide that
humanitarian support does not threat-
en American lives.

In addition to ensuring that a strict
and thorough vetting process is in
place, we need to pursue comprehensive
efforts that include working with our
allies to end this civil war in Syria,
which, as we know, is the primary
source of this refugee crisis.

Let’s be clear. It is easy to Monday-
morning-quarterback this, but there
are multiple causes to the conflicts in
Syria and, in essence, more than one
war that is taking place.

There is the civil war that is caused
by Assad, but there is a proxy war be-
tween Russia and Iran against the
Sunni nations. Then, of course, there is
a conflict going on between Turkey and
the Kurds.

Then, of course, there are our collec-
tive efforts for the majority of the
countries to go after ISIL and their
horrific crimes. We have conflicting al-
liances within the multiple conflicts
that are taking place within Syria
today.
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Therefore, it is not easy as we try to
sort this out in a way to put this com-
prehensive strategy together. If a glob-
al coalition is put in place, we can, I
believe, combat this terrorism activity
and bring those terrorists responsible
for these horrific crimes, crimes
against humanity, to justice. And we
must.

Let’s face it. They have declared war
on Western civilization and our very
way of life. I know that the President
is working very hard to put this com-
prehensive effort together.

Ladies and gentlemen, Madam
Speaker, this is not nor should it be a
partisan issue. Every Member of Con-
gress and the President go to bed at
night, and we wake up in the morning
with the safety of the American people
being always our first priority.

Let me repeat that. This is not a par-
tisan issue. We all fear for a worst case
scenario. Therefore, we must be work-
ing together in a bipartisan effort on
any concepts of legislation that we
consider with the administration, with
the President to continually improve
our ability to protect our American
citizens.

Now, it is important that we under-
stand that this will be costly, and sac-
rifices will inevitably be made. Today,
American men and women are in
harm’s way in the Middle East, serving
in our military, doing their very best
on multiple fronts. It is not just the
sacrifices they are making, but it is
the sacrifices their families are making
as well.

It is essential that we come together
to develop and implement a long-term
comprehensive plan. At the end of the
day, it is the only way we will protect
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our freedoms and our way of life. This
is what is at stake, and this is why, as
we go home for the Thanksgiving re-
cess, with our families and friends, we
contemplate how we might do a better
job working with the administration.

As we look at this Thanksgiving
week coming up, truly we have a lot to
be thankful for in this Nation. We must
remember as Americans, the common
values that we share, the bonds that we
hold most dear are far, far stronger
than whatever differences we may
have.

Madam Speaker, I wish my col-
leagues here in the Congress, as we g0
back to our homes throughout Amer-
ica, a very blessed Thanksgiving with
their families and friends. May God
bless the United States of America, and
may He grant us the guidance to work
together in a more united way to solve
these difficult challenges we have in
front of us today, because we know,
working together, all is possible.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———
SYRIAN REFUGEES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Texas (Mr. GOHMERT)
for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker,
these are the times that try men’s
souls.

After so many Americans have given
the last full measure of devotion for
their country, for our freedom, for the
freedom of so many others, we are at a
time in our history when we have en-
emies reporting that they are entering
the United States. That is confirmed
by the Director of the FBI and others
in this administration. As is now re-
ported, there are active ISIS elements
in every State in the Union.

Some say, well, those who want to
suspend bringing in Syrian refugees,
wouldn’t that be like telling the Jews
during World War II they couldn’t
come to America? Actually, it would be
more like saying we are going to sus-
pend bringing Germans—we are going
to keep bringing in German Jews be-
cause clearly they are being per-
secuted. We are going to try to save
them from the Holocaust, but we are
going to suspend bringing in those who
appear to have similar backgrounds to
the Nazis because we are not sure who
is Nazi and who isn’t.

Can you imagine dealing with what
France has dealt with after we wel-
comed with open arms Nazis before and
during World War II, if that had been
the policy of the Roosevelt administra-
tion? Thank God it wasn’t. But, unfor-
tunately, Jews were turned away be-
fore and during World War II.

The President wants to continue
bringing in refugees, continue the mass
migration of illegal aliens into the
United States. We have this report
from yesterday by Brandon Darby and
Ildefonso Ortiz. They report on eight
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